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The pension is considered one of the social

protection programs, as the percentage of

population who have reached the legal

retirement age and receive a pension in the

GCC countries ranges between 19.4% and

75.1%. Although this percentage is high in

some member states, it is still below the

global average and the average of high-

income countries, which amounted to

77.5% and 97.5%, respectively, in 2020. (1)

Target 1.3 : Implement social protection systems.
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Developing social health care and preventive 

measures programs to protect some social groups. 

These programs include unemployment insurance 

and to continue the social welfare programs for 

special groups in the society such as the elderly, the 

poor, the orphans , those with disabilities and others

(1 ) Arab SDG Monitor
(2) ILO, World Social Protection Report 2020-22 – Chapter 4. 
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The GCC countries vary in the 

percentage of expenditure on 

education out of total government 

expenditure. Whereas, some Member 

States exceeded the percentage of 

their spending on this sector, the global 

average of 14.1%, and the average 

spending of high-income countries, 

which reached 11.8% in 2020(3).

Indicator 1.a.2: Proportion of total 
government spending on essential services 
(education, health and social protection)
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Expenditure on Education as a percentage of Total Government 
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Indicator 1.3.1: Proportion of population 
covered by social protection floors/systems
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•

•

• The proportion of the population receiving a pension in some GCC countries is close to the

world average.

• The percentages of government spending on education out of total government spending in

the GCC countries exceed the global average and the average of the developed countries.
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policies to end poverty
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Eradicate Poverty

https://arabsdgmonitor-ar.unescwa.org/multichart.aspx?target=1.3
https://arabsdgmonitor-ar.unescwa.org/multichart.aspx?target=1.3
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